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Mr. Gary McGoftin
Attorney at Law

220 Heymann Blvd.
Lafayette, LA 70503

RE: Ethics Board Docket No. 2021-101 :\,

Dear Mr. McGoffin: 3‘
Sy
The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its April 9, 2021 meeting, considered thr\i?équest for an advisory
opmlon as to whether members of the Vermlhon Charter Foundation Bba;;a of Directors would be
in violation of the Code of Governmental Ethics where they are emplpj/ee’[ by entities that may seek
to obtain contractual or other business or financial relatloughlgé with the Vermilion Charter
Foundation. &5
&

FACTS PROVID]‘%}?Q :
You provided that the Vermilion Charter Foundation (* WCF’ )\rs a Louisiana non-profit corporation
that is submitting a charter school application to the eagd‘ QﬁElementary and Secondary Education
in the 2021 application cycle. You stated that the V€ loafvd of Directors is comprised of volunteer
Board members who receive no compensatio x;ce fé‘f the reimbursement of approved out-of-
pocket expenses. You stated that board ment QINE\thagbBroussard is a realtor affiliated with Keaty
Realty and would like to assist the VCF withel Qatmg‘grospectlve school sites. Mr. Broussard would
not seek compensation or have a listing a eemeht\zwnh the VCF for acquisition of the site. You
stated that Red Apple Development, d p%];ty contractor will acquire the school site, obtain
financing, contract for the construction thhe gchool and in turn lease the school property to the
VCF. You stated that there is no relatlcm bet‘&een the VCF and Red Apple Development and that
the VCF has no members who are ofﬁCer& di?ectors trustees, partners, or employees of Red Apple
Development. ) f‘ *\:\\
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You further provided that board:me?nher Kristy Touchet, is employed by Home Bank and board
member, Murphy Guilbeau, 15\e113rplgyed by Gulf Coast Bank. You stated that both banking
institutions may provide ﬁnal’télailsqwlces to the VCF.

You further provided tha@«anTQmember Ben Revira, is employed as a risk advisor and agent with
Thomson Smith & Leach\{'n.gurance Group. You stated that the insurance group may provide
insurance services to the &?QF
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A LAW
La. R.S. 42:1111@(12)("(1) prohibits a public servant and a legal entity in which the public servant
exercises control*or owns an interest in excess of twenty-five percent, from receiving any thing of
economic value for services rendered from a person who has or is seeking to obtain contractual or
other business or financial relationships with the public servant’s agency.

La. R.S. 42:1111E(1) prohibits a public servant, and no legal entity of which such public servant is
an officer, director, trustee, partner, or employee, or in which such public servant has a substantial
economic interest, from receiving or agreeing to receive any thing of economic value for assisting
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a person in a transaction, or in an appearance in connection with a transaction, with the agency of
such public servant.

La. R.S. 42:1123(30) allows a public servant, a legal entity in which he has a cohtrollmg interest, or

a member of his immediate family, to donate services, movable property, or; f(mds to his agency.
\, \

La. R.S. 17:3991A(1)(b)(ii) provides notwithstanding any provision of Chagfer 15 of Title 42 of the
Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 or any other law to the contrary, a:fn@mber of a charter school
governing or management board may serve as an officer, director, or’egﬁ)l,@yee whether compensated
or not, of any national or state bank; however, he shall recuse‘hmseﬁ“ from voting in favor of any
such bank and shall disclose the reason for such recusal by ﬁhn%}l statement of the reason into the
minutes or record of the charter school governing or ngqana,gemént board and by forwarding a
disclosure form to the Board of Ethics. & Q.8

CONCLUS\,

& .\:' o
ing provisions of the Code of Governmental Ethics
(Ethics Code) apply to VCF board members., Iee B}b&tﬁ concluded and instructed me to inform you,
the Ethics Code would not prohibit Ethan @ussaret}from donating his services to the VCF relative
to locating prospective school sites smcg: &éu@n ‘1@123(30) allows for the donation of services by a
public servant to his agency. The Boardalso, mn;:luded that Section 1111E(1) would prohibit Keaty
Realty from assisting Red Apple Developmeht if'a transaction, or in an appearance in connection with
a transaction with the VCF since Keaty Rzealty s employee is a member of the VCF Board.
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The Board further concluded and»ms&rugted me to inform you, the Ethics Code would not prohibit
Kristy Touchet and Murphy Gullbezg.l f1;6m receiving any thing of economic value from their respective
employers should Home Bank: and%oriGulf Coast Bank provide banking services to the VCF since La.
R.S. 17:3991A(1)(b)(i1) prov1des gm exception to the Ethics Code provided Ms. Touchet or Mr.
Guilbeau recuse themselvqs fr@m*votmg in favor of their respective banks and disclose the reason for
their recusal in the minutes QI‘ rec‘ord of'the VCF Board and forwarding a disclosure form to the Board
of Ethics. Enclosed is a c,opgj\of a form to facilitate the filing.
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Once the VCF has a charter approved, the fol
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Finally, the Board conbluzded and instructed me to inform you, the Ethics Code would prohibit Ben
Revira from recew;@g ’cmy thing of economic value from his employer, Thomson Smith & Leach
Insurance Groupl\should the insurance group provide insurance services to the VCF. Section
1111C(2)(d) woﬁtd prohibit Mr. Revira from working for Thomson Smith & Leach Insurance Group
when the insurance group has or seeks to obtain contractual or other business or financial relationships

with the VCF.

This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts presented
may result in a different application of the provisions of the Code of Ethics. The Board issues no
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opinion as to past conduct or laws other than the Code of Governmental Ethics, the Campaign Finance
Disclosure Act, the Lobbyist Disclosure Act, and conflict of interest provisions in the gaming laws.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (225) 219-5600 or (800) 842-6630.
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Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Gregory L. Thibodeaux
For the Board



